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Overview 

Types of Documentation: 

• User Documentation (User Manual) 

• Developer Documentation: 

• Meta Documentation (Developers Manual) 

• API Documentation (Documentation of Interfaces/Classes) 

• Code Documentation 

 

• API Documentation is the most standardized and very important 

• it‘s the key for the big goal: reusability 
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Tools 

• Well known: Doxygen, Javadoc 

 

• Syntax quite similar 

 

• MITK uses Doxygen 

 

• Example doxygen/javadoc method documentation: 
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Outline API Documentation 

 

• Description of class 

 

 

 

• Description of every public 

• Constructor 

• Method 

• Typedef 

• Variable 

A short descrition, e.g. ,one sentence („brief“) 

More detailed  

Description. 
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Class API Documentation: Class Description 

 

• What represents one object of this class? 

• What is the purpose of such an object? 

• What preferences does an object have? 

• Maybe: a small code example how to use it  

 

 Very good examples: Qt! 

Example  

from MITK: 
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Class API Documentation: Constructor 

 

Constructor: 

 

• state of an object after instantiation 

 

• more initialization nessecary? 

 

• documentation of parameters 

 

• don‘t forget possible exceptions 
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Class API Documentation: Methods 

Methods: 

• What is the effect of this method? 

• What happens if there is an error? 

• What is the return value? 

• Describe all parameters 

• Are they return values?  

 You should use the @param[out] syntax to mark them 
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Class API Documentation: Example File 

MITK/Examples/DocumentationExample.h 
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Thank you for your attention! 

 

Any Questions? 


